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Gordon: Hi guys, today we are in front of the train station in Guadalajara (outside Madrid) and we are with 

this man here, Erik, who spoke here a year ago. 
 
Erik: In front of this station. 
 
Gordon: Yes, in front of this station. 
 
Erik: But about another subject. 
 
Gordon: So what are you talking about today? 
 
Erik: An event called “Cita Rapida” (speed dating).  
 
Gordon: And what does it consist of? Tell us. 
 
Erik: Well a date between two people, generally a man and a woman, usually lasts a while, at least two 

hours or a night. Speed dating is an event where there is a group of men and women, maybe ten and 
ten. In a bar there is a group of tables where the women are on the inside and the men are on the 
other side. There’s a bell that rings and the couple have seven minutes to talk. It’s a mini-date. And 
after seven minutes the bell rings and the men generally change seats and then there is another 
conversation. A man and another woman. And then another woman and then another. So, in the end 
I had ten dates with ten women.  

 
Gordon: My God 
 
Erik: The other important thing is that after the date you write yes or no. If I want another date with the 

woman or not. If both write yes, the business sends contact information to them and the two can if 
they want contact each other for an authentic date outside of the event. 

 
Gordon: Cool. And what does it cost? 
 
Erik: About 20 Euros. With a drink included. 
 
Gordon: Were there ten women? 
 
Erik: In my event there were eight. 
 
Gordon: And the women, how were they? 
 
Erik: (I laugh). It’s really difficult to describe a group of eight women. But no, all of them were really 

good-natured, very friendly, with different styles. The conversations were really different depending 
on the woman. Some were very funny, some were more serious. It depends. There is a lot of 
diversity. 

 
Gordon: And the questions. Were they very personal? 
 
Erik: It depends. I ask personal questions because we have only seven minutes. So I need to…focus in. An 

example- one woman had a tattoo of a cactus on her forearm. I asked her why do you have a cactus? 
Do you have thorns? And I showed her my own tattoo which is a wing on my knee. (I made a 
mistake here and accidentally said rodilla, knee, instead of tobillo, ankle). Another woman said “I’m 



romantic.” This was in Barcelona. Because I didn’t know Barcelona well I said, “Okay you’re 
romantic. Then tell me what is the best place in Barcelona to kiss?” Personal questions are my style. 

 
Gordon: Okay did you do this to know a woman or only for fun? 
 
Erik: My idea has been because I had only four days in Barcelona- the event per se is fun, but because I 

didn’t know Barcelona well, my idea was to have a tour for a day or two days, something not 
necessarily romantic, something fun. 

 
Gordon: Did it turn out well?” 
 
Erik: No. 
 
Gordon: No, okay. 
 
Erik: But I know the main reason. Because I was open with them. I said I have only three days here, three 

days more. And the women were not shy, but they were looking for something else, a real 
relationship, long term. 

 
Gordon: They wanted to find a real pairing. 
 
Erik: They didn’t want an aventura (Gordon laughs because I used this word that has the double meaning 

of adventure and affair) of three days. 
 
Gordon: So you were in Barcelona and now Madrid. 
 
Erik: I have four more days in Madrid and then I leave. 
 
Gordon: To the United States, no? 
 
Erik: Yes, I live in San Francisco. 
 
Gordon: Okay, we’ve had a coffee together like we did last year. 
 
Erik: It’s a ritual. We do it once a year. 
 
Gordon: Thanks a lot Erik. Good luck with the rest of your stay. May it go well in Madrid. 
 
Erik: Thank you. 
 
 

 


